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 According to National Education Policy 2020, by 2030, one large 
multidisciplinary college in every district must be there and prepared which 
encapsulates the bold reforms that will be implemented in the Indian higher 
education system. The study focus on making education multidisciplinary 
which is a significant step that will benefit the students, and one that will 
have far-reaching effects. The Government of India has done a tremendous 
job in creating an enabling ecosystem for offering multidisciplinary 
education to flourish and making a difference to 21st century students, who 
in turn will make an impact on the future of the country. The flexibility to 
choose subjects from sciences, humanities, etc. with the ability will also 
learn fine arts, games, computers, sports, drama, etc.  which offers  the 
students  a wide  range  of  subjects to choose  without the restrictions  they 
were  faced earlier and with creative  combination of subjects, cutting  edge 
curriculum, flexible options,  multiple entry  and exit options, etc. during 
the  undergraduate course, students can explore their areas of interest and 
also choose careers of their choice. In addition, this kind of approach will 
foster intellectual curiosity, a critical thought process, self-reflection, 
leadership, team work skills, a sense of commitment, professionalism a 
heightened sensitivity to one's socio-cultural environment, etc. The 
introduction of multidisciplinary approaches in the field of humanities, the 
students would be empowered, augmenting the potentiality of human 
resources and this paves the way for accelerating the process of social, 
economic, environmental, etc. development and sustainability. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The traditional divisions between fields of study have become less rigid in today's globally 
interconnected and quickly evolving world and the enormous canvas of global challenges and 
possibilities has broken down the barriers between formerly separate areas of expertise. This change 
calls for a rethinking of education that transcends narrow subject areas and have interdisciplinary 
education, a pedagogical approach that integrates knowledge, methods, theories, etc. from several 
fields to encourage holistic learning and creative problem solving. The value of a well-rounded 
education in preparing pupils for the future is increasing in relevance as the complexity of our society 
grows. It not only gives students a wide range of abilities, but also encourages teamwork and 
flexibility, both of which will be crucial as they face the unknowns of the future. (Walker, J. 2021) 
The requirements of tomorrow's workplace will change dramatically from today's, because to factors 
like globalization, new technologies, and the ever-shifting nature of the labor market. Students in the 
modern day need a flexible educational system that provides them with a wide range of information 
and abilities rather than merely in-depth training in one area. Multidisciplinary Education (ME), 
draws on and synthesizes research from a  
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variety of fields to foster a more complete 
understanding, has never been more relevant 
than in the rapidly towards preparing students 
for the future. The enormous canvas of global 
challenges and possibilities has broken down the 
barriers between formerly separate areas of 
expertise. This change calls for a rethinking of 
education that transcends narrow subject areas. 
Here we have interdisciplinary education, a 
pedagogical approach that integrates 
knowledge, methods, and theories from several 
fields to encourage holistic learning and creative 
problem solving. The value of a well-rounded 
education in preparing pupils for the future is 
increasing in relevance as the complexity of our 
society grows. It not only gives students a wide 
range of abilities, but also encourages teamwork 
and flexibility, both of which will be crucial as 
they face the unknowns of the future. (Walker, 
J. 2021) The requirements of tomorrow's 
workplace will change dramatically from 
today's, because to factors like globalization, 
new technologies, and the ever-shifting nature 
of the labor market and 21st century students in 
the modern day need a flexible educational 
changing setting we currently find ourselves in. 
The skills of invention, flexibility, and resilience 
are essential for thriving in the complicated 
world of today, and they are all fostered by 
exposing pupils to a wide range of viewpoints. 
(Brown, P. L. (2020). 
 
Objectives  
 The concept of Multidisciplinary 

Education 
 Multidisciplinary in Modern Education 

towards preparing 21st students for the 
future 

 The need for Multidisciplinary 
Education in a rapidly changing world 

Methodology 
The study has been conducted based on the 
method of document review in accordance with 
the qualitative approach of research and has 
been done on the basis of the secondary sources 
of data towards “Multidisciplinary Education: 
New Paradigms in Preparing Students for the 
Future”  
The Concept of Multidisciplinary Education 
The term "multidisciplinary education" refers to 
a method of teaching in which students are 

introduced to many fields of study in an 
integrated and systematic fashion. Students 
benefit from a larger and more integrated grasp 
of information because to this exposure, which 
helps them to make connections across 
disciplines. This method stands in sharp contrast 
to the standard educational system, where 
different fields are taught in isolation from one 
another. Integrative learning and the 
development of broad perspectives are at the 
heart of interdisciplinary programs. Educating 
students has always been an interdisciplinary 
endeavour.(Davis, J. 2022) Music, arts, physical 
education, ethics, sciences, etc. were all integral 
parts of the ancient Greek curriculum. With the 
growth of information and the complexity of 
new fields, education has shifted toward more 
specialization throughout time. The requirement 
for specialists with deep knowledge in topics 
that were developing fast contributed to the 
distinct separation of disciplines by the 
twentieth century. (D’Amato, L. 2019). The 
emergence of climate change, public health 
issues, socio-political, etc. upheavals made it 
evident that addressing these problems would 
need collaboration amongst specialists in a wide 
range of fields and as a result of this recognition, 
interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary learning 
opportunities were given a new lease on life. 
Though it has its origins in ancient pedagogy, 
the idea of a curriculum that draws from several 
disciplines is gaining ground in today's 
complicated educational landscape. 
Multidisciplinary education helps 21st century 
students get ready for the intricate, varied issues 
of the modern world by tearing down academic 
walls and fostering a broader vision of 
knowledge and the demand for people who can 
work across fields and perspectives to solve 
problems will only increase as the globe 
becomes increasingly interdependent and 
linked. (Robinson, F. 2018). 
 
Multidisciplinary in 21st Century Education 
Multidisciplinary approaches have been gaining 
ground in classrooms throughout the globe in 
recent years and a more integrated, rather than 
compartmentalized, approach to education is 
necessary in today's world of rapid technology 
development, globalization, and complicated 
socioeconomic concerns. This movement is 
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borne out by the latest tendencies in 
interdisciplinary study and there has been a 
recent trend among educational institutions 
worldwide to combine elements of several fields 
into a single curriculum. To represent the real 
world connections between the arts, technology, 
and business, interdisciplinary programs have 
developed.(Fowler, C. 2020) and ME may lead 
to a wide variety of career paths and skill sets 
and teaching in such a way helps students see 
issues from several perspectives, which in turn 
develops creativity and the ability to solve 
complicated challenges towards all-
encompassing worldview will help them take on 
the complex problems of the modern world. In 
addition, by studying topics from a variety of 
academic areas, students develop the mental 
agility necessary to succeed in 21st century 
dynamic workplace. (Park, D. S. 2021). It 
becomes more than an option in this setting and 
explore the nuanced reasons why a curriculum 
that draws from several fields of study is 
essential for educating students for a world that 
is always evolving. (Harrison, L. 2021). 
Environmental, political, sociological, 
economic, and other interdisciplinary 
perspectives are required for successful 
response. Such complicated challenges are far 
too multifaceted to be understood or for 
workable remedies to be proposed using a single 
discipline lens. Students who have been taught 
using interdisciplinary approaches are better 
able to understand and solve such problems. 
(Yeung, S. 2020). The mere uncertainty of the 
future is perhaps the most convincing case for 
trans-disciplinary education. (Semercioglu, M. 
&Gullu, H. 2022) The speed of change is 
predicted to quicken as we get deeper into this 
century, as the proverb goes, "Change is the only 
constant." It's dangerous to put all your eggs in 
one academic basket right now. Because of the 
breadth of knowledge gained via a 
multidisciplinary approach, students can face 
not only the known difficulties and possibilities 
in the future, but also the unknown ones. The 
need for education that draws from several 
fields is not some passing fad. It's a sturdy 
answer to the challenges and unknowns of the 
present. Embracing a multidisciplinary 
approach to education is not only preferred; it is  

 
essential if we want to help our students succeed 
in the real world, help them succeed in the ever 
changing job market, and help them grow into 
the future's innovators and thought leaders. 
(Alghamdi, A. (2017). 
Multidisciplinary Education: Benefits  
 It represents a genuine paradigm shift 

away from the compartmentalization of 
knowledge in favour of a more holistic 
and integrated approach.  

 It equips students with the skills 
necessary to deal with the increasing 
complexity of the world and the issues it 
presents.  

 The complexity and rapidity of change 
in the modern world are defining 
features.  

 It encourages analytical thinking.  
 Students are pushed to think critically 

about material rather than just taking it 
at face value.  

 It not only helps them retain 
information, but also sharpens their 
skills in recognizing erroneous beliefs 
held by experts in a variety of subjects. 
(Drake, S. M. 2012)  

 Students will be better prepared to 
participate in today's increasingly 
multicultural and interdependent world 
if they develop a more holistic 
perspective. (McGaw, B., & Care, E. 
2012). 

Challenges in Integrating Multidisciplinary 
Education 
Despite being hailed as a transformational force; 
multidisciplinary education has its own set of 
difficulties and has been pushback and 
organizational challenges in the transition from 
linear to cross-disciplinary learning. Institutions 
that hope to effectively embrace a 
multidisciplinary strategy must have a thorough 
understanding of these obstacles towards aiming 
to clear things out for teachers and other 
stakeholders. The academic cultures and 
pedagogical practices around traditional 
disciplines are long standing and well-
established. Disrupting these long-held 
traditions is frequently an unavoidable by 
product of introducing trans-disciplinary 
research.(Rejsek, O. 2018) to create a  
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curriculum that is really interdisciplinary. It's 
more than just a matter of piecing together  
 
disparate ideas; rather, the key is integrating 
them so that the whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts. Getting beyond these roadblocks and 
settling on a common ground while yet 
recognizing the importance of each fields is 
difficult work. It's possible that everyone from 
parents to prospective employees has their own 
idea of what makes a "good education." 
Effective communication and proof of success 
are necessary to convince people of the 
importance of a multidisciplinary approach, 
particularly when it is a deviation from what 
they are accustomed to. (Wang, L. 2019) and the 
difficulty is in expanding successful 
multidisciplinary pilot programs or small-scale 
efforts to serve bigger student groups. Some 
features, such as individual mentoring or 
assessments based on completed projects, may 
not be practical in a bigger context. Teachers 
need to be fluent in, or at least familiar with the 
value and methods of, numerous disciplines for 
interdisciplinary education to be successful. To 
achieve this goal, educators need to dedicate 
their time, money, and enthusiasm to ongoing 
training. The future is not known. Although the 
goal of a well-rounded education is to prepare 
children for whatever the future may hold, it is 
difficult to know with any degree of certainty 
what those problems will be. Because of this 
doubt, deciding which disciplines to merge and 
to what degree may be challenging however, 
there are many obstacles to implementing 
interdisciplinary education despite the fact that 
it has many advantages and is a necessary step 
in preparing students for a future that is always 
changing and educational institutions that care 
about providing a well-rounded education that 
prepares students for the future must 
acknowledge and actively work to solve these 
problems. Multidisciplinary education attempts 
to inculcate in its pupils the skills of 
adaptability, teamwork, and innovation; all of 
which will be necessary for success.(Mard, N. & 
Hilli, C. 2022). 
Interdisciplinary Abilities and 
Multidisciplinary Education 

Problem Solving: The problems we confront 
today are complex like, combating climate 
change needs not just scientific research but also 
policy, societal, and technical changes and 
through ME, students learn to look at issues 
from several perspectives and find 
comprehensive answers.  
Communication: As the world's economies 
become more intertwined, experts must find 
ways to convey intricate concepts to audiences 
of varying cultural backgrounds and linguistic 
fluency and ME exposes students to alternative 
points of view, allowing for more nuanced and 
nuanced discourse.  
Technological Prowess: In today's world, it's 
essential to know the fundamentals of 
technology no matter what field you work in and 
interdisciplinary nature of modern education, 
even pupils who aren't very interested in 
technology can pick up some fundamentals. 
Adaptability: The capacity to adapt quickly to 
new situations is crucial and its very nature, ME 
encourages its students to be adaptable and open 
to new ideas. 
 
Multidisciplinary Education 
and National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 
With the NEP 2020, India is making important 
changes to modernise its education system and 
the policy aims to support the overall growth of 
individuals by exploring different fields of 
knowledge. The NEP 2020 embraces this idea 
and works to apply it at all educational levels 
and to do this, the policy includes several 
initiatives to promote a multidisciplinary 
approach. It encourages combining different 
subjects across educational institutions, 
promoting teamwork among universities, 
colleges, research centres, and other 
organisations and it supports adding traditional 
Indian knowledge to modern curricula, giving 
students a more complete view of various 
subjects. Finally, the policy calls for creating 
courses and programs in a wide range of fields, 
including mathematics, science, arts, 
technology, and humanities and ME is an 
important part of India’s updated education 
plan. The NEP 2020 aims to provide students 
with a broader range of knowledge and skills to  
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prepare them for future challenges. By looking 
at topics from different angles, students can 
develop their own views and ideas the NEP 
2020 wants to make ME a regular part of the 
curriculum, making it available to more students 
and helping to nurture a new generation of 
thinkers and innovators. 
Multidisciplinary Education: Preparing 
Students for the Future 
Since new technology and global issues are 
always appearing, the future is inherently 
unpredictable and always changing. With this 
context in mind, it becomes clear that 
developing students' flexibility and transferable 
abilities is just as important as teaching them 
content in order to prepare them for the 
workplace of the future. With their emphasis on 
rote memorization and subject-specific 
information, traditional education methods are 
failing to provide students with the broad range 
of skills needed in today's labor market. 
(Hammond, T. 2019) The answer to this 
problem is multidisciplinary education, which 
takes a holistic view of student development by 
removing artificial barriers across subject areas. 
By encouraging students to learn from and work 
with experts from other fields, we can better 
equip them to tackle the difficult problems of the 
future. They not only learn new information, but 
also develop skills such as critical thinking, 
creativity, and the capacity to see issues from 
several angles. (Lopez, A. 2022) Adaptability, 
the capacity for ongoing learning, and the 
capability of working well across a wide range 
of teams and projects are becoming more valued 
skills in today's rapidly evolving employment 
market. In addition, students benefit from 
multidisciplinary learning since they are better 
able to make connections between seemingly 
disparate ideas, which lead to the development 
of original approaches and the generation of 
fresh ideas. Many alumni of multidisciplinary 
programs are at the vanguard of innovative 
sectors, have developed ground-breaking 
solutions to pressing global problems, or are at 
the helm of cross-disciplinary teams, as 
demonstrated by real-world case studies. It is 
becoming more apparent that a 
multidisciplinary approach to education is not 
just desirable, but necessary, if we are to provide 

the next generation with the tools they will need 
to successfully navigate and influence the 
future.(Walters, K. 2019). 
Educational Implications and Suggestions 

 It teaches useful skills like problem-
solving, critical thinking 
communication, writing, time 
management, self-management, 
analysis, research methods, and 
teamwork. 

 It can be applied in different work 
environments and are useful in any field.  

 It provides a well-rounded 
understanding of different perspectives. 

 Students learn to work with people from 
different backgrounds, which can 
improve their professional skills. 

 It encourages students to see the value of 
new ideas and develop a practical 
attitude. 

 Multidisciplinary learning promotes 
continuous learning. 

 Learning across different areas makes 
knowledge more relevant and practical. 

 Understanding a range of subjects helps 
students make better future choices. 

 A multidisciplinary approach 
encourages students to work together, 
often requiring them to collaborate with 
peers from different backgrounds and 
areas of expertise. This fosters teamwork 
and communication skills, essential for 
success both in and out of the classroom. 

 Students learn to think outside the box 
and come up with innovative solutions 
by combining ideas from various 
subjects.  

 It offers a more complete education by 
connecting different subjects.   

 It helps students see how various topics 
relate to each other, making learning 
more relevant and useful. 

Conclusion 
It is reasonable to assume that the best possible 
results will result from the methods chosen for 
use in classroom activities and to ensure that the 
education system produces a generation that is 
prepared to live in and compete in the future, 
educators must be culturally attuned while 
deciding on the best method of instruction. In  
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this light, the 21st century has been variously 
dubbed the "century of knowledge," "century of 
globalization," "century of IT," "century of the 
knowledge-based economy," "century of the 
fourth industrial revolution," etc. Furthermore, 
all facets of life will continue to undergo quick 
and uncertain shifts. It follows that all teachers 
must create curriculum that places a premium on 
skill acquisition for their students. Because 
modern people must contend with a physically, 
intellectually, and emotionally interconnected 
environment, interdisciplinary learning has 
emerged as a solution to these issues and ME 
approach helps students understand topics more 
deeply by showing how they connect across 
different fields. Instead of just memorising facts, 
they see the bigger picture and how everything 
fits together. It encourages students to think 
critically, as they need to pull together 
information from different sources and helps 
them become better at analysing situations and 
making informed decisions. Students who are 
educated in a multidisciplinary environment 
develop a versatile skill set. They become more 
adaptable and capable of handling a variety of 
tasks, making them more competitive in the job 
market. In the real world, problems rarely fit 
neatly into one subject area. It equips students 
with the ability to tackle complex issues by 
drawing on knowledge from multiple 
disciplines and helps them become better 
problem-solvers and more adaptable to different 
situations. This approach in education is a 
valuable way to learn by connecting different 
subjects and helps students see the bigger 
picture and gain a variety of skills that are useful 
in real life.  
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